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Overview of general theoretical trends (concepts, policies, practices) and benchmarks in Early Childhood Education.
Early childhood education stand for all the educational approaches plus programs geared to children from the time they are born to the age of 8 years. This period is considered to be a very crucial and vulnerable stage in the life of a person. It focuses on directing children to study via play, which in turn helps children to develop cognitively, based on the philosophy and research of Jean Piaget. Also, early childhood education aims at the holistic development of children’s emotional, physical, cognitive, and social needs for building a broad and solid foundation for lifetime wellbeing and learning. Naturally, babies are given birth prepared to learn, and their brains usually develop through usage. For this reason, children require an environment that is stimulating with a lot of distinct ways to learn and play. Children study best when they are provided with relationships that are engaged, warm, and responsive to their caregivers. So parents are their children’s first teachers, and thus, they have a crucial role to play in assisting their children in learning during their early years. (Wood et al., 2005)
Early childhood educators are the foundation of a child’s development and healthy learning. Plenty of the time spent by the children interacting with their educators and other people helps them to acquire skills they require for life, such as problem-solving, communicating, thinking, among others. Some of the ways through which gets to learn in an active environment include; exploring by putting the thing in their mouth, asking numerous questions, making and listening to sound, observation, and doing things that stimulate their senses. Also, children get to learn through being involved in their studies, such as pointing to pictures in charts and choosing the books to read. So when children have the opportunity of trying diverse activities, they are most likely to learn a lot of things and have the chance to put what they have learned into practice.  Educators and parents should, therefore, encourage and praise children when they practice what they have learned to motivate them to learn more.
Several theories explain a child’s development. They include theories of Erik Erikson, Jean Piaget, Lucy Sprague Mitchell, and John Dewey. Jean Jacques Rousseau suggested that tutors or educators are supposed to exploit the interest of a child individually to make sure that every child gets information that is necessary for their personal development. A child has five developmental domains, which include; social domain, which is the way a child gets to interact with others. Children get to cultivate an understanding of their rights and responsibilities as members of communities as well as families.  Also, they get to know how to interact and work with others. Language domain, this is the way a youngster communicates, which includes how they express their emotions and feelings to themselves and other persons. When children are three months old, they tend to cry for different needs. When they are six months old, they are always able to imitate and recognize basic sounds of spoken language. For the first three years, it is very important to expose children to communication for them to learn. The cognitive skills domain is the way a child organizes information. This includes creativity, memory, problem-solving, and creativity. These skills embody the way a child makes sense of the world. Jean Piaget in his Constructivist theory, he believed that children show prominent dissimilarities in their patterns of thoughts as they go through the cognitive developmental stages, they include the operational period, sensorimotor period and the pre-operational period. Physical domain, this refers to the way a child develops its physical and biological function, together with motor skills and eyesight. Lastly, the emotional area which is the way a child develops self-confidence as well as emotional connections. (Piaget. 1952)

To conclude, according to Jean Piaget’s theory, tutors should guide children in acquiring knowledge rather than transferring knowledge. This is because he believed that learning originates from within and that a child should construct their understanding of the world via subsequent reflection and experience.
How federal and state laws affect the education of people with disabilities.
In the United States, disabled people have the right to receive education, the right to marry and have a family, the right for privacy, freedom of speech and expression, among others.  The federal and state government of the United States have set laws which helps in the protection of students with disabilities. The federal laws order that there is no disability, may it be physical, learning, or mental disability, which should hinder someone from getting equal and fair access to education. The laws require schools to provide special accommodations for students with disabilities; this is to make sure that no one is excluded from receiving the education of their choice due to their disabilities.
In the past, before the government passed laws aimed at protecting students with disabilities, it was hard for them and their families. This is because if one wanted special accommodation in the school, they had to buy it, which was a big challenge for the students who came from families with economic constraints. No laws were protecting disabled people from discrimination. The school would refuse to admit an individual with disabilities, and even business couldn’t hire them. Also, as a result of the lack of legislation, business organization, schools, and communal institutions would fail to create pathways in their buildings for easy movement of these individuals with disabilities.
Revolution came with the Rehabilitation of Act of 1973 from which the current disability laws originated. The Rehabilitation Act hinders all sorts of discrimination related to the federal government. All the federal agencies can’t practice discrimination when hiring, nor even the sub-contractors getting funds from the federal. In section 504 of this article states that bodies and programs which receive funds from the federal can’t discriminate against disabled people. This is because federal monetary relief equates to federal funding, which means that both private and public non-profit-making colleges can’t discriminate against learners and are supposed to follow the section 504. This rule wouldn’t take in the requirements for institutes to improve on accessibility nor create accommodations. The Individual with Disabilities Education act comes in to provide a model of accessibility and accommodation, which can be incorporated by both universities and colleges. This art left room for interpretation.
The above resulted in the coming in of the American Disabilities Act of 1990. This law makes discrimination against individuals with disabilities by business organizations, schools, and agencies unlawful. The American Disabilities Act picks up the place where the Rehabilitation Act left, reaching the private sectors, and ordering all the communal organizations to create accommodation for the disabled people in the organization. This accommodation includes accessibility of wheelchairs and reserved parking spots. In the year 2008, ADA was revised to embrace a wider meaning of disability. The amendment made disability not only learning and physical disabilities but also mental illness, something which had been overlooked. (Rich, 2018)
In conclusion, all the above laws mean that students should know their rights. As long as one has met all the qualifications required for him or her to be admitted to a particular college or university, no one can deny him/her admission based on revealed disability. This means that one should give out a disclosure document of their disability, and then the institution must offer accommodation for them. Students should only disclose information about their disability using a document from a certified medical expert, a student’s disability to be taken into account by the college. Students are given accommodation as per their personal needs, which includes being given more time for them to submit exams or assignments, personal note-takers, during lecture hours, being provided with wheelchairs for them to access school building, among other services. Colleges can only fail to provide accommodation only when it will result in to change in curriculum or cause excessive financial strain to the administration. However, in response to the Rehabilitation Act plus the ADA, a lot of colleges have disability centers and offices that are designed to assist learners in getting all the accommodations they need.



Identify and discuss the impact of federal and state laws on education in the classroom.
Generally, laws and policies are very crucial in education because they assist schools in establishing rules plus procedures. They also aid in the creation of standards governing the quality of learning and well-being of learners, together with accountability and expectations. Without these policies, schools wouldn’t have function and structure essential in proving the educational needs of a learner. The following are laws governing education and its impacts.
· Every Student Succeed Act is a law that has ensured that all kids studying in public schools are receiving a quality education.  This law requires the states to use additional gauges of learner’s achievement and school quality, which include the school climate, postsecondary readiness, leaner and educator engagement as well as access and finishing of advanced coursework.
· Individuals with Disability Education Act, this law ensures that there is free appropriate public education for the students with incapacities all over the states. Also, it has ensured that all public schools haven’t excluded these learners and that they are treated fairly, it has ensured that all the information concerning the learners with disabilities plus their families are kept confidential. This rule has enabled students with all sorts of disabilities to be admitted to any school they have qualified for, and they have been offered special services such as special accommodations.
· Standardized testing is an assessment done to students in math and reading. It is done annually from grade three to grade eight.  The students are also assessed in science three or more times before their graduation. This test helps students in setting their learning goals and work towards achieving them. Moreover, it enables a learner to identify his or her areas of weakness to work on for improvement. 
· English for Speakers of Other Languages, it emphasizes speaking, grammar, listening, vocabulary, writing as well as a conversation to prepare a learner to use English for daily life. Students get to learn how to communicate, read and transcribe English in 7 topics of life-skills, which include; family and community, communication, employment, health and nutrition, employment, civics in addition to safety and security.
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